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DOGS
Tim Flach with Lewis Blackwell

This book is a celebration of our affection for dogs. 
The human-dog relationship has continually evolved 
and continues to forge new functions and forms 
– so the very meaning of dogs is constantly being 
rewritten. Humankinds assigning of tasks to dogs has 
played a significant part in our own ability to thrive 
over thousands of years.

No other mammal is so diverse in form, function or 
value. The celebration of love for all things canine 
can in many ways be attributed to our own self-
love. We have dogs because they help us and we 
shape them to our own needs – most obviously by 
breeding them and altering their function or form 
at a fundamental genetic level. By looking very 
closely at what we have now, we may understand 
dogs better and in turn, understand ourselves.

“There is an intelligence in dogs that,  
while very different to ours, has found more points 
of connection and understanding with the human 

mind than we have with any other species.”
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